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1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the Policy and Resources Committee with a more 
detailed analysis of the results from the SIMD 2020 and to inform the Committee of the work 
that is currently being taken forward in connection with this.  
 

 

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 A report on the SIMD 2020 was considered by the Policy and Resources Committee on 4 
February 2020.  A commitment was given to the Committee to bring a report to its next meeting 
containing a more detailed analysis of the SIMD 2020, along with associated recommendations.   

 

   
2.2 The Briefing Note attached as Appendix 1 aims to provide the Committee with a fuller picture of 

the SIMD 2020 results.  Information is provided on each of the seven domains that make up the 
SIMD.  Looking at the individual domain and the indicators that make up the SIMD rank can 
help to provide an understanding of why one area has a different ranking from another.        

 

   
2.3 When the considering the domain data, it is important to remember that each domain is 

weighted based on its relative importance in measuring multiple deprivation, the robustness of 
the data and the time lag between data collection and the production of the SIMD.  The domain 
weightings used in SIMD 2020 expressed as a percentage of the overall weight are income 
(28%), employment (28%), health (14%), education (14%), geographic access to services (9%), 
crime (5%) and housing (2%).  This means that together, the income and employment domain 
make up 56% of the overall SIMD.  Housing has the lowest weighting, 2%.   

 

   
2.4 Some of the key points within the Briefing include: 

 
• Inverclyde has the highest local share of all councils for the percentage of data zones in the 

5%, 10% and 20% most deprived data zones.    
• Inverclyde has the second highest local share of all councils for the percentage of data 

zones in the 15% most deprived data zones.  Glasgow City has the highest local share.  
• A large proportion of Inverclyde’s data zones have very high levels of income and 

employment deprivation, which has a significant impact on the overall SIMD data zone 
rankings e.g. Inverclyde’s most deprived data zone, which is located in Greenock town 
centre, has an income deprivation rate of 48% and an employment deprivation rate of 44%. 

 

 

2.5 In publishing the SIMD, the Scottish Government emphasise the point that not all people 
experiencing deprivation live in deprived areas and not everyone in a deprived area is 
experiencing deprivation.  Within Inverclyde:  
 

 

   



    
  

• 13,945 (17.7%) people are estimated to be income deprived.   
•  Of this number, 10,143 live in the 20% most deprived data zones, therefore 3,802 

income deprived people live outwith the 20% most deprived data zones.   
•  Of the working age population 7,126 (14.3%) are estimated to be employment deprived.   
•  Of this number, 4,994 live in the 20% most deprived data zones, therefore 2,132 

employment deprived people live outwith the 20% most deprived data zones. 
 

 

2.6 In addition to the Briefing Note attached as Appendix 1, an analysis of movement between 
deciles has been carried out.  This shows that between 2016 and 2020:  
 

• 24 data zones moved into a more deprived decile;  
• 14 data zones moved into a less deprived decile, this includes 5 data zones that can be 

found within the 20% least deprived in Scotland.      
    
There was already a significant gap between the least deprived areas and those experiencing 
high levels of poverty and deprivation in Inverclyde and the latest SIMD data would suggest that 
this gap has widened further.      
 

 

2.7 To establish a better understanding of the prevalent issues within Inverclyde’s most deprived 
areas, a data group has been established by the Corporate Director Education, Communities 
and Organisational Development.   

 

   
2.8 This group has been tasked with a ‘deep dive’ into 10 of the 51 data zones in Inverclyde that lie 

within the 20% most deprived in Scotland.  Additional data has been gathered for the top 5 
most deprived data zones in Inverclyde and also the 5 data zones that are also in the 20% most 
deprived, but have a ranking that places them towards the bottom of this category.  The 
rationale for this is to look in more detail at our most deprived communities and also those that 
sit just within the threshold of the 20% most deprived.  A data profile for each of these 10 data 
zones has been compiled.   

 

   
2.9 Elizabeth Fraser from the Scottish Government’s Communities Analysis Division attended a 

meeting of the data group on 4 March 2020.  The purpose of this meeting was to provide further 
clarification around SIMD methodology and discuss any other issues with the data.  A number 
of points were raised at the meeting that will be of interest to the Committee:  
 
• It was stressed that the SIMD is just one tool that should be used when looking at poverty 

and deprivation in an area and that for a fuller understanding of why rankings have 
changed you need to consider what else has happened within a data zone, such as 
population change due to new build/demolition. 

• The number of people in receipt of Universal Credit (UC) is one of the benefit indictors that 
make up the income and employment domains.  UC was rolled out on a phased basis with 
Inverclyde Council one of three pilot areas which implemented UC in 2016.  As there are 
more recipients of UC than legacy benefits then there is the likelihood that numbers in 
Inverclyde would be higher than those areas where, at the time of gathering the data, UC 
had not been rolled out to the same extent. In addition, as the first recipients of Universal 
Credit were single people then this is anticipated to have an impact on the ranking of those 
Inverclyde data zones with a higher prevalence of single person households. The data for 
the income and employment domains was gathered in 2018.            

• Revisions are planned for SIMD 2024 to the Income and Employment domains arising from 
the introduction of UC.  This is significant because the Income and Employment domains 
make up 56% of the overall SIMD ranking.   

• The SIMD is not fully aligned with the Child Poverty indicators. 
• Data zones with a small population will be more sensitive to change and variation than data 

zones with larger populations.   The most deprived data zone in Inverclyde has a smaller 
than average population, estimated to be 446.  This means that it is likely to be more 
sensitive to even small changes in the data that is used to calculate SIMD rankings.   

 

 

 



    
 

2.10 Tackling inequality is one of the three key priorities which underpins all the work of the 
Inverclyde Alliance.  There are major challenges to be overcome in relation in reducing poverty 
and deprivation, delivering area renewal, increasing employment opportunities, improving 
health and reducing health inequalities.  To be successful, this will need to be delivered through 
stronger, more targeted collaborative working.  A full discussion on the SIMD is due to take 
place at the next Alliance Board meeting on 16 March 2020.   

 

   
2.11 A report detailing the proposed process for allocating the recently approved £1million recurring 

funding for reducing poverty and tackling multiple deprivation in Inverclyde is also on the 
agenda of this Committee.    

 

   
3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

   
3.1 It is recommended that the Policy and Resources Committee notes: 

 
• The additional analysis that has been carried out on the SIMD 2020 and that this work 

continues to be ongoing through the SIMD data group. 
 

 

Steven McNab  
Head of Organisational Development, Policy and Communications 

 



    
 

4.0 BACKGROUND  
   

4.1 The Scottish Government published the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation on 28 January 
2020.  The SIMD is a Scottish Government tool for identifying places in Scotland suffering from 
deprivation. Previous SIMD statistics have been published in 2016, 2012, 2009, 2006 and 2004.    

 

   
4.2 SIMD 2020 is calculated using 2011 data zone boundaries.  These data zones are based on the 

2011 Census and were introduced in November 2014.  2011 boundaries differ from 2001 data 
zones which were used in previous SIMD editions.  This means that whilst comparison can be 
made between SIMD 2016 and 2020, the data cannot be directly compared with previous editions 
of the SIMD.   

 

   
4.3 The SIMD is based on small areas known as data zones.  Each data zone has on average 

between 700 and 800 people living in it.  As data zones are population-based they can however 
vary hugely in size. Scotland has been divided into 6,976 data zones and Inverclyde consists of 
114 of these.   

 

   
4.4 The SIMD 2020 uses data relating to multiple aspects of life in order to gain the fullest possible 

picture of deprivation across Scotland. Seven different domains are used, covering income, 
education, employment, health, housing, access to services and crime.  The domains are 
measured using a number of indicators to form ranks for each domain.  Data zones are ranked 
from 1 being most deprived to 6,976 being least deprived. Each of the seven domain ranks are 
then combined to form the overall SIMD.   This provides a measure of relative deprivation at data 
zone level, so it tells you that one data zone is relatively more deprived than another but not how 
much more deprived.         

 

   
4.5 The use of data for such small areas helps to identify 'pockets' of deprivation or multiple 

deprivation that may be missed in analyses based on larger areas such as council wards or local 
authorities. The data can be used to target policies and resources at the places with greatest 
need. 

 

   
5.0 SIMD 2020 – ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS    

   
5.1 A report on the SIMD 2020 was considered by the Policy and Resources Committee on 4 

February 2020.  A commitment was given to the Committee to bring a report to its next meeting 
containing a more detailed analysis of the SIMD 2020, along with associated recommendations.   

 

   
5.2 The Briefing Note attached as Appendix 1 aims to provide the Committee with a fuller picture of 

the SIMD 2020 results.  Information is provided on each of the seven domains that make up the 
SIMD (income, employment, education, health, geographic access to services, crime and 
housing).  Looking at the individual domain and indicators that make up the SIMD rank can help to 
provide an understanding of why one area has a different ranking from another.        

 

   
5.3 When the considering the domain data, it is important to remember that each domain is weighted 

based on its relative importance in measuring multiple deprivation, the robustness of the data and 
the time lag between data collection and the production of the SIMD.  The domain weightings used 
in SIMD 2020 expressed as a percentage of the overall weight are income (28%), employment 
(28%), health (14%), education (14%), geographic access to services (9%), crime (5%) and 
housing (2%).  This means that together, income and employment make up 56% of the overall 
SIMD.  The housing domain accounts for 2% of the SIMD because it uses data taken from the 
2011 Census as no other data source is available at present.      
 

 

5.4 Some of the key points within the briefing include: 
 
• Inverclyde has the highest local share of all councils for the percentage of data zones in the 

5%, 10% and 20% most deprived data zones.    
• Inverclyde has the second highest local share of all councils for the percentage of data zones 

in the 15% most deprived data zones.  Glasgow City has the highest local share.  
• A large proportion of Inverclyde’s data zones have very high levels of income and 

 



    
employment deprivation, which has a significant impact on the overall SIMD data zone 
rankings e.g. Inverclyde’s most deprived data zone, which is located in Greenock town centre, 
has an income deprivation rate of 48% and an employment deprivation rate of 44%. 

   
5.5 

 
 
 
 
 

5.6 

It is important to remember that the SIMD identifies multiply deprived areas not individuals, so not 
everyone living in a deprived area is individually deprived, and not all deprived individuals live in 
multiply deprived areas.  The SIMD national report states that around two out of three people on 
low income do not live in deprived areas and around one in three people living in a deprived area 
is on a low income.  
 
Alongside the SIMD ranking data, the Scottish Government publishes individual domain data 
which allows you to calculate the number of people that are considered to be income or 
employment deprived.   Within Inverclyde:   
 

• 13,945 (17.7%) people are estimated to be income deprived.  
• Of this number, 10,143 live in the 20% most deprived data zones, therefore 3,802 income 

deprived people live outwith the 20% most deprived data zones.   
• Of the working age population, 7,126 (14.3%) are estimated to be employment deprived.   
• Of this number, 4,994 live in the 20% most deprived data zones, therefore 2,132 

employment deprived people live outwith the 20% most deprived data zones. 
 

 

5.7 In addition to the Briefing Note attached as Appendix 1, an analysis of movement between deciles 
has been carried out.  This shows that:  
 

• 24 data zones moved into a more deprived decile;  
• 14 data zones moved into a less deprived decile, this includes 5 data zones that lie within 

the 20% least deprived data zones that improved in ranking.  
    
There was already a significant gap between the least deprived areas and those experiencing high 
levels of poverty and deprivation in Inverclyde and the latest SIMD data would suggest that this 
gap has widened further.      
 

 

5.8 To establish a better understanding of the prevalent issues within Inverclyde’s most deprived 
areas, a data group has been established by the Corporate Director Education, Communities and 
Organisational Development.  The group comprises officers from the HSCP, Inverclyde Council 
and partners.   

 

   
5.9 This group has been tasked with a ‘deep dive’ into 10 of the 51 data zones in Inverclyde that lie 

within the 20% most deprived in Scotland.  Additional data has been gathered for the top 5 most 
deprived data zones in Inverclyde and also the 5 data zones that are also in the 20% most 
deprived but have a ranking that places them towards the bottom of this category.  The rationale 
for this is to look in more detail at our most deprived communities and also those that sit just within 
the threshold of the most deprived 20%.  An initial data profile for each of these 10 data zones has 
been compiled. 
 

 

5.10 The data group invited Elizabeth Fraser from the Scottish Government’s Communities Analysis 
Division to its meeting on 4 March 2020.  The purpose of this meeting was to provide further 
clarification around SIMD methodology and discuss any other issues with the data.  A number of 
points were raised at the meeting that will be of interest to the Committee:  
 

• It was stressed that the SIMD is just one tool that should be used when looking at poverty 
and deprivation in an area and that for a fuller understanding of why rankings have 
changed you need to consider what else has happened within a data zone, such as 
population change due to new build/demolition. 

• The number of people in receipt of Universal Credit (UC) is one of the benefit indictors that 
make up the income and employment domains.  UC was rolled out on a phased basis with 
Inverclyde Council one of three pilot areas which implemented UC in 2016.  As there are 
more recipients of UC than legacy benefits then there is the likelihood that numbers in 
Inverclyde would be higher than those areas where, at the time of gathering the data, UC 
had not been rolled out to the same extent. In addition, as the first recipients of Universal 

 



    
Credit were single people then this is anticipated to have an impact on the ranking of those 
Inverclyde data zones with a higher prevalence of single person households. The data for 
the income and employment domains was gathered in 2018.            

• Revisions are planned for SIMD 2024 to the Income and Employment domains arising from 
the introduction of UC.  This is significant because the Income and Employment domains 
make up 56% of the overall SIMD ranking.   

• The SIMD is not fully aligned with the Child Poverty indicators. 
• Data zones with a small population will be more sensitive to change and variation than data 

zones with larger populations.  The most deprived data zone in Inverclyde has a smaller 
than average population, estimated to be 446.  This means that it is likely to be more 
sensitive to even small changes in the data that is used to calculate SIMD rankings. 

 
5.11 Tackling inequality is one of the three key priorities which underpins all the work of the Inverclyde 

Alliance.  There are major challenges to be overcome in relation to reducing poverty and 
deprivation, delivering area renewal, increasing employment opportunities, improving health and 
reducing health inequalities.  To be successful, this will need to be delivered through stronger, 
more targeted collaborative working and a full discussion on the SIMD is due to take place at the 
next Alliance Board meeting on 16 March 2020.                    

 

   
5.12 A report detailing the proposed process for allocating the recently approved £1million recurring 

funding for reducing poverty and tackling multiple deprivation in Inverclyde is also on the agenda 
of this Committee.    

 

   
6.0 IMPLICATIONS  

 
 

6.1 

Finance 
 
One off Costs 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

Budget  
Years 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
6.2 Legal  

   
 There are no legal implications arising from this report.   
   

6.3 Human Resources  
   
 There are no human resource implications arising from this report.    
   

6.4 Equalities  
   
 Equalities  
   

(a) Has an Equality Impact Assessment been carried out?  
   
  

YES 
 



    

X 
NO – This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or 
recommend a substantive change to an existing policy, function or strategy.  
Therefore, no Equality Impact Assessment is required 

 

   
(b) Fairer Scotland Duty  

   
 If this report affects or proposes any major strategic decision:-  
   
 Has there been active consideration of how this report’s recommendations reduce inequalities of 

outcome? 
 

   
  

 YES – A written statement showing how this report’s recommendations reduce 
inequalities of outcome caused by socio-economic disadvantage has been 
completed. 

X NO 
 

 

   
(c) Data Protection  

   
 Has a Data Protection Impact Assessment been carried out?  
  

 YES – This report involves data processing which may result in a high risk to the 
rights and freedoms of individuals. 

X NO 
 

 

   
6.5 Repopulation  

   
 This new data on deprivation within Inverclyde shows an increase in the number of data zones 

that fall into the most deprived 5% in Scotland.  This will have implications for the work of the 
Repopulation Partnership in their efforts to encourage more people to move into the area.    
 

 

7.0 CONSULTATIONS  
   

7.1 None.   
   

8.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS   
   

8.1 None.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



APPENDIX 1 

1 | P a g e  
 

 
This briefing note aims to summarise the key components of the Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (SIMD) published on 28 January 2020, with a particular focus on the results for 
Inverclyde at the local level and the changes that have taken place since SIMD 2016.  

Key points:   
 

• 51 (44.7%) of Inverclyde’s data zones are in the 20% most deprived in Scotland, this is 
the highest local share in Scotland 
 

• Inverclyde has the second highest local share of data zones in the 15% most deprived in 
Scotland.  The council with the highest local share is Glasgow.   
 

• 22 (19.3%) of Inverclyde’s data zones are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland, this is the 
highest local share in Scotland. 
 

• There has been an upward trend in the number of data zones moving into the 5% and 
10% most deprived in Scotland category that were previously in the 10-20% most 
deprived category.    
 

• Most of the deprived data zones are within Greenock and Port Glasgow. 
 

• Across Inverclyde 13,945 people are income deprived.  This is 17.7% of the population 
and higher than the Scottish average of 12%.  Of this number, 10,143 live in the 20% 
most deprived data zones, which means that 3,802 income deprived people do not reside 
in the 20% most deprived data zones.   
 

• There are 7,126 people in Inverclyde that are employment deprived.  This is 14.3% of the 
population and is higher than the Scottish average of 9%.  There has been a small 
reduction in employment deprivation (1%) between 2016 and 2020.  Of this number, 
4,994 live in the 20% most deprived data zones, which means that 2,132 employment 
deprived people do not reside in the 20% most deprived data zones.      
 

• Between 2016 and 2020: 
- the number of data zones in the income domain in the 20% most deprived increased 

by 6, from 47 to 53.  

- the number of data zones in employment domain in the 20% most deprived increased 
by 2, from 52 to 54. 

- the number of data zones in heath domain in the 20% most deprived increased by 3, 
from 50 to 47. 

- the number of data zones in education domain in the 20% most deprived increased by 
6 from 36 to 42.   

- the number of data zones in geographic access domain in the 20% most deprived 
increased by 2, from 16 to 18. 

- the number of data zones in the housing domain in the 20% most deprived remained 
at 42. 

- the number of data zones in the crime domain in the 20% most decreased by 8 from 
32 to 24. 

 

     

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2020  
Briefing Note 

Key points for the Inverclyde area 
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Background and purpose of the SIMD   
 
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation is a relative measure of deprivation across 6,979 
small areas in Scotland, known as data zones.  Focusing on small areas shows the different 
issues there are in each neighbourhood.  This could be poor housing conditions, a lack of 
skills or good education or poor public transport.       

Previous SIMDs were published in 2004, 2006, 2009, 2012 and 2016, however changes to 
methodology and the data zone geographies, which resulted in an increase in the number of 
data zones in 2016 means it is not possible to directly compare results prior to 2016, 
although it is possible to draw some broad conclusions on the changes in relative levels of 
deprivation.   

If an area is identified as ‘deprived’ this can relate to people having a low income but it can 
also mean fewer opportunities or resources, for example in health and education.   

Limitations of the SIMD  

The limitations of the SIMD should always be remembered when considering the data:   

• You cannot pinpoint how much more deprived one area is from another, as the difference 
between ranks can be tiny or large.  It is therefore not possible to say the one data zone 
ranked 50 is twice as deprived as another data zone ranked 100.    

• The SIMD is a relative ranking of all data zones in Scotland and as some improve and 
move in ranking, others will move up to take their place.  

• The SIMD identifies multiply deprived areas not individuals, so not everyone living in a 
deprived area is individually deprived, and not all deprived individuals live in multiply 
deprived areas.  

How the SIMD rankings are compiled   

Data is gathered from across multiple aspects of life into 7 domains (income, employment, 
health, education, access, crime and housing) in order to gain the fullest possible picture of 
deprivation.  More than 30 indicators of deprivation have been grouped together across 
these 7 domains which are then combined into the one index, to form a rank for each of the 
6,979 data zones across Scotland.  A rank of 1 is the most deprived and 6,976 is the least 
deprived.   

Each domain has a weighting which translates to a percentage of the overall SIMD.   
Income and employment deprivation have the highest weighting and therefore have a 
greater influence on the overall SIMD rank than the other 5 domains as shown below.    

 
 
 

      

 

 

SIMD 2020 
 

28% 28%

 
  

14% 14% 9% 2% 5% 
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The information below provides an overview of the measures that make up each domain and the weightings applied   
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The Scottish Government infographic below highlights the important point that not all people 
experiencing deprivation live in deprived areas and not everyone in a deprived area is 
experiencing deprivation      
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Inverclyde: Key Findings  
For the purposes of reporting the data, data zone rankings are most commonly grouped into  
categories such as vigintile (5% MD), decile (10% MD), quintile (20% MD) and the three 
most deprived vigintiles (or 15% MD) most deprived data zones.     

The chart provides an overview of the changes in the 5%, 10%, 15% and 20% most 
deprived data zones between SIMD 2016 and SIMD 2020.   

Chart 1 Changes in the local share in the 5,10,15 and 20% most deprived.   

 

• The number of data zones in the 5% most deprived has doubled from 9.65% to 19.3% 
• The number of data zones in the 10% most deprived increased from 27.2% to 31.6% 
• The number of data zones in the 15% most deprived increased 36% to 36.8% 
• The number of data zones in the 20% most deprived increased from 44% to 44.7%  

There has been an increase in very high levels of deprivation (5% and 10% most deprived) 
with more data zones moving into these categories in 2020.  These data zones previously 
fell into the 10-20% most deprived group.   Overall, the number of data zones in Inverclyde 
that fall into the category of the 20% most deprived in Scotland increased by 1 between 
2016 and 2020.   

The map on the next page shows the concentration of data zones in the most deprived 10% 
and 20% in Inverclyde.  The map shows that most of the deprived data zones within 
Inverclyde are within Greenock and Port Glasgow.    

9.65%

27.2%

36.0%

44.0%

19.3%

31.6%

36.8%

44.7%

CHANGES IN THE LOCAL SHARE: 5%,10%,15%, 20% 
MOST DEPRIVED 

5%

10%

15%

20%

Outer circle 
2020

Inner circle 
2016



                Data zones in the 10% most deprived and 20% most deprived in Inverclyde   
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The following sections provide more information on the changes within the 5%,10%, 15% 
and 20% most deprived data zones.      

20% most deprived  

Inverclyde comprises of 114 data zones.  51 of these data zones fall into the 20% most 
deprived in Scotland, i.e. have a ranking between 1 and 1395.  This gives Inverclyde a ‘local 
share’ rate of 44.7%.   

When ranked against other councils in Scotland in terms of our share of local data zones in 
the 20% most deprived, Inverclyde ranks in first place.  

The table below shows the ten councils that have the largest local share of data zones in the 
20% most deprived in Scotland.   

Table 1: Scottish councils with the largest local share of data zones in the 20% most deprived 
  
 Number of data 

zones 
 

Local share of 
20% MD 

Inverclyde 51 44.74% 
Glasgow City 331 44.37% 
North Ayrshire 74 39.78% 
West Dunbartonshire 48 39.67% 
Dundee City 72 38.30% 
North Lanarkshire 155 34.68% 
East Ayrshire 50 30.67% 
Clackmannanshire 18 25.00% 
Renfrewshire  54 24.00% 
Fife 88 20.42% 

 
In 2016 Inverclyde had 50 of its 114 data zones in the 20% most deprived in Scotland which 
gives a rate of 44%, 0.74% lower than in 2020.     

Table 2: Changes in local share of 20% most deprived between 2016 and 2020  
 
 Number of 

data zones  
2020 

Local share 
of 20% MD  

2020 

Number of 
data zones  

2016  

Local share 
of 20% MD  

2016 

Change 
2016 -2020 

Inverclyde 51 44.74% 50 44% +0.74% 
 
 
15% most deprived  
 
42 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fall into the 15% most deprived in Scotland, i.e. have a 
ranking between 1 and 1046.  This gives us a local share of 36.84%.  This is the second 
highest proportion of all councils in Scotland, with Glasgow having the highest.        

The table below shows the ten councils that have the largest local share of data zones in the 
15% most deprived in Scotland.   
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Table 3: Scottish councils with the largest local share of data zones in the 15% most deprived 
 Number of data 

zones 
 

Local share of 
15% MD 

Glasgow City 284 38.07% 
Inverclyde 42 36.84% 
West Dunbartonshire 38 31.40% 
Dundee City 58 30.85% 
North Ayrshire 52 27.96% 
North Lanarkshire 113 25.28% 
East Ayrshire 37 22.70% 
Renfrewshire 47 20.89% 
Clackmannanshire 14 19.44% 
Fife  78 15.79% 

 
In 2016, a total of 41 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fell into the category of the 15% most 
deprived in Scotland, giving a local share of 35.96%.  This is 0.88% lower than in 2020.     

Table 4: Changes in local share of 15% most deprived between 2016 and 2020   
 Number of 

data zones  
2020 

Local share 
of 15% MD  

2020 

Number of 
data zones  

2016  

Local share 
of 15% MD  

2016 

Change 
2016 -2020 

Inverclyde 42 36.84% 41 35.96% +0.88% 
 

10% most deprived  
 
36 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fall into the category of the 10% most deprived in Scotland 
i.e. have a ranking between 1 and 698.  This gives us a local share of 31.58%.   
 
When ranked against other councils in Scotland in terms of our share of local data zones in 
the 10% most deprived, Inverclyde again ranks in first place.  

The table below shows the ten councils that have the largest local share of data zones in the 
10% most deprived in Scotland.   

Table 5: Scottish councils with the largest local share of data zones in the 10% most deprived  
 Number of data 

zones 
 

Local share of 
10% MD 

Inverclyde 36 31.58% 
Glasgow City 223 29.89% 
Dundee City 43 22.87% 
West Dunbartonshire 21 17.36% 
North Ayrshire 32 17.20% 
East Ayrshire 25 15.34% 
Renfrewshire 30 13.33% 
North Lanarkshire 59 13.20% 
South Lanarkshire  44 10.21% 
South Ayrshire 15 9.80% 
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In 2016, 31 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fell into the category of 10% most deprived, 
giving a local share of 27.19%.  This is 4.39% lower than in 2020.    

Table 6: Changes in local share of 10% most deprived between 2016 and 2020   
 Number of 

data zones  
2020 

Local share 
of 10% MD  

2020 

Number of 
data zones  

2016  

Local share 
of 10% MD  

2016 

Change 
2016 -2020 

Inverclyde 36 31.58% 31 27.19% +4.39% 
 
 
5% most deprived  
 
Data zones within the 5% most deprived in Scotland (those data zones with a ranking of 1 to 
348) are regarded as the most acutely deprived in the country.   

22 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fall into the category of the 10% most deprived in Scotland 
i.e. have a ranking between 1 and 698.  This gives us a local share of 19.3%.   
 
When ranked against other councils in Scotland in terms of our share of local data zones in 
the 5% most deprived, Inverclyde again ranks in first place.  

The table below shows the ten councils that have the largest local share of data zones in the 
5% most deprived in Scotland.   

Table 7: Scottish councils with the largest local share of data zones in the 5% most deprived  
 Number of data 

zones 
 

Local share of  
5% MD 

Inverclyde 22 19.30% 
Glasgow City 137 18.36% 
Dundee City 22 11.70% 
West Dunbartonshire 9 7.44% 
North Lanarkshire 31 6.94% 
North Ayrshire 12 6.45% 
East Ayrshire 10 6.13% 
Clackmannanshire 4 5.56% 
Renfrewshire  12 5.33% 
South Ayrshire 8 5.23% 

 
In 2016, 11 of Inverclyde’s 114 data zones fell into the category of 5% most deprived, giving 
a local share of 9.65%, half of the 2020 level.   

Table 8: Changes in local share of 5% most deprived between 2016 and 2020   
 Number of 

data zones  
2020 

Local share 
of 5% MD  

2020 

Number of 
data zones  

2016  

Local share 
of 5% MD  

2016 

Change 
2016 -2020 

Inverclyde 22 19.3% 11 9.65% +9.65% 
 

11 of the 22 data zones in the 5% most deprived category also featured in this category in 
SIMD 2016.  The remaining 11 data zones fell into the 10% most deprived category in 2016.    

The most deprived data zone in Scotland is located in Greenock, specifically Greenock 
Town Centre (data zone S01010891).  A map of the area is shown below:  
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   Data zone S01010891: Greenock Town Centre SIMD ranking 1 
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When the 22 data zones that are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland are broken down 
further into those with the top 5 highest (i.e. worst) ranking, all five have increased in their  
relative ranking  between 2016 and 2020 i.e. they have a more deprived ranking than in 
2016.  What the SIMD does not tell you however is how much more deprived these data 
zones are compared to 2016.  

Table 9 shows how the rankings between 2016 and 2020 compare for the top 5 most 
deprived data zones.   

Table 9: Top 5 most deprived data zones in Inverclyde ranking 2016 and 2020 

Datazone Intermediate geography  SIMD 2020 
rank  

SIMD 2016 
Rank  

S01010891 Greenock Town Centre and 
East central  

1 
 

23 

S01010893 Greenock Town Centre and 
east central  

15 
 

77 

S01010862 Lower Bow, Larkfield, Fancy 
Farm and Mallard Bowl    

17 
 

52 

S01010903 Greenock East  
 

35 
 

147 

S01010873 Greenock West and Central  54 175 
 

The full list of Inverclyde data zones with their relative ranking in 2020 is provided in 
Appendix 1. 
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Income and Employment Deprivation   
The Scottish Government publishes additional data alongside the SIMD which provides 
details of the number of people experiencing income and employment deprivation.  

Together, the income and employment domain account for 56% of the overall SIMD.  There 
are very high levels of income and employment deprivation within the 5% most deprived 
data zones and this will have had a significant bearing on the data zones overall SIMD 
ranking.  This is shown in the charts below.   

Chart 2: Income deprived rate in the 5% most deprived data zones in Inverclyde 
 

 
 
 
Chart 3: Employment deprived rate in the 5% most deprived data zones in Inverclyde3 
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Income deprivation  

When looking only at the income domain, Inverclyde has 53 data zones that are in the 20% 
most income deprived in the country.   This is 46.5% of all Inverclyde’s data zones.  Of these 
21, or 18.4% are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland.       

The most deprived income data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of 
Greenock Town Centre and East Central.  This data zone (S01010893) has an income 
domain ranking of 5. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 15.     

Across Inverclyde 13,945 people are classed as income deprived.  This is 17.7% of the 
population and the second highest rate in Scotland.  Other local authorities Glasgow City, 
West Dunbartonshire and North Ayrshire saw this rate fall.   

In 2016, 13,420 people were income deprived which was 16.8% of the population.  The 
percentage increase in income deprivation will have been affected by a drop in Inverclyde’s 
population between 2016 and 2020 as the measure is taken as a percentage of the 
population.   

Table 10: Income deprivation 2016 and 2020 
  2020 2016 

Number of people income deprived 13,945 13,420 
Total estimated population 78,760 79,860 
% of Inverclyde population that are income 
deprived 

17.7% 16.8% 

   
  

Of this 13,945 income deprived population, 10,143 live in the 20% most deprived 
data zones, which means that 3,802 income deprived people do not reside in the 
20% most deprived data zones.   

 

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in the income domain in the 20% most 
deprived increased by 6, from 47 to 53.  
  
Employment deprivation  

When looking only at the employment domain, Inverclyde has 54 data zones that are in the 
20% most deprived in the country.  This is 47% of all Inverclyde’s data zones.  Of these 23, 
or 20.2% are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland.   

The most deprived employment data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of 
Greenock Town Centre and East Central.  This data zone (S01010891) has an employment 
domain ranking of 4. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 1.     

There are 7,126 working age residents in Inverclyde that are classed as employment 
deprived.  This is 14.3% of the population and is the highest rate in Scotland.  There was a 
small reduction in employment deprivation (1%) between 2016 and 2020, however this is a 
smaller rate of improvement that in other local authorities. West Dunbartonshire and North 
Ayrshire saw rates fall by over 2% which Glasgow’s employment deprivation fell by almost 
3%    
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Table 11: Employment deprivation 2016 and 2020 

 2020 2016 
Number of people employment deprived 7,126 7,705 
Total estimated working age population 49,776 50,443 
% of Inverclyde population that are 
employment deprived 

14.3% 15.3% 

   
    

Of the 7,126 employment deprived population, 4,994 live in the 20% most deprived 
data zones, which means that 2,132 employment deprived people do not reside in 
the 20% most deprived data zones.      

 

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in employment domain in the 20% most 
deprived increased by 2, from 52 to 54.  
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Education Domain  
This domain includes indicators which measure: 

• Attendance 
• Attainment 
• No qualifications 
• Youth unemployment 
• University entrants 

When looking at the Education domain on its own, there are 42 data zones in Inverclyde that 
fall into the 20% most deprived data zones in Scotland.  This is 37% of all Inverclyde data 
zones.  Of these 7, or 6% are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland.   

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in education domain in the 20% most 
deprived increased by 6 from 36 to 42.   

The most deprived Education data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of 
Lower Bow and Larkfield Fancy Farm and Mallard Bowl.  This data zone (S01010862) has 
an Education domain ranking of 3. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 17.   

The charts below shows how  Inverclyde’s top 5 most deprived data zones compare with the 
5 least deprived data zones for two of the Education domain measures.   
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Health Domain  
This domain includes indicators which measure: 

• Comparative illness 
• Alcohol and drugs hospital stays 
• Mortality  
• Number on anxiety / depression medication  
• Low birth weight  
• Emergency hospital stays   

When looking at the Health domain on its own, there are 47 data zones in Inverclyde that fall 
into the 20% most deprived data zones in Scotland. This is 41.2% of all Inverclyde data 
zones.  Of these 13, or 11.4% are in the 5% most deprived in Scotland.   

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in heath domain in the 20% most 
deprived increased by 3, from 50 to 47. 

The most deprived Health data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of 
Greenock Town Centre and East Central.  This data zone (S01010891) has a Health domain 
ranking of 2. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 1.    The charts below shows how  
Inverclyde’s top 5 most deprived data zones compare with the 5 least deprived data zones 
for four of the Health domain measures.   
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Geographic Access Domain  
This domain includes indicators which measure average drive time and public transport time 
to main services such as GP, petrol station, post office, primary and secondary school, 
retails centre and superfast broadband.   

When looking at the Access domain on its own, there are 18 data zones in Inverclyde that 
fall into the 20% most deprived data zones in Scotland. This is 15.7% of all Inverclyde data 
zones.  Of these 1, or 0.87% falls into the 5% most deprived in Scotland. 

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in geographic access domain in the 20% 
most deprived increased by 2, from 16 to 18. 
 
The most deprived Access data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of West 
Braeside, East Inverkip and West Gourock.  This data zone (S01010833) has an Access 
domain ranking of 263. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 5513, which places in 
within the 30% least deprived data zones in Inverclyde.   

The charts below shows how  Inverclyde’s top 5 most deprived data zones compare with the 
5 least deprived data zones for two of the Geographic Access domain measures.   
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Housing Domain  
This domain includes indicators which measure the number of households that are 
overcrowded and without central heating.      

When looking at the Housing domain on its own, there are 42 data zones in Inverclyde that 
fall into the 20% most deprived data zones in Scotland. This is 36.8% of all Inverclyde data 
zones.  Of these 3, or 3% fall into the 5% most deprived in Scotland. 

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in the housing domain in the 20% most 
deprived remained at 42. 
 
The most deprived Housing data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of Port 
Glasgow, Mid East and Central.  This data zone (S01010916) has a Housing domain ranking 
of 171. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 300.  

The charts below shows how  Inverclyde’s top 5 most deprived data zones compare with the 
5 least deprived data zones for two of the Housing domain measures.   
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Crime Domain  
This domain includes indicators which measure recorded crime rate of selected crimes of 
violence, sexual offences, domestic housebreaking, vandalism, drug offences and common 
assault.   

When looking at the Crime domain on its own, there are 24 data zones in Inverclyde that fall 
into the 20% most deprived data zones in Scotland. This is 36.8% of all Inverclyde data 
zones.  Of these 6, or 5.2% fall into the 5% most deprived in Scotland. 

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of data zones in the crime domain in the 20% most 
decreased by 8 from 32 to 24. 
 
The most deprived Crime data zone in Inverclyde falls within the intermediate zone of 
Greenock Town Centre and East Central.  This data zone (S01010891) has a Crime domain 
ranking of 17. The overall SIMD rank for this data zone is 1.  

The charts below shows how Inverclyde’s top 5 most deprived data zones compare with the 
5 least deprived data zones for two of the Crime domain measures.   
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Appendix 1 

Data_Zone Intermediate_Zone SIMD2020_
Rank 

5% most deprived  
S01010891 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 1 
S01010893 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 15 
S01010862 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 17 
S01010903 Greenock East 35 
S01010873 Greenock West and Central 54 
S01010904 Greenock East 75 
S01010890 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 86 
S01010885 Greenock Upper Central 130 
S01010901 Greenock East 158 
S01010910 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 182 
S01010880 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 213 
S01010895 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 214 
S01010912 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 219 
S01010889 Greenock Upper Central 224 
S01010897 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 266 
S01010892 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 270 
S01010884 Greenock Upper Central 273 
S01010911 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 282 
S01010898 Greenock East 287 
S01010896 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 292 
S01010916 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 300 
S01010922 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 302 
10% most deprived 
S01010861 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 371 
S01010887 Greenock Upper Central 374 
S01010900 Greenock East 397 
S01010920 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 430 
S01010842 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 441 
S01010849 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 459 
S01010894 Greenock Town Centre and East Central 474 
S01010859 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 503 
S01010850 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 618 
S01010848 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 631 
S01010851 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 649 
S01010929 Port Glasgow Upper East 665 
S01010926 Port Glasgow Upper East 670 
S01010854 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 689 
15% most deprived  
S01010888 Greenock Upper Central 741 
S01010856 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 771 
S01010928 Port Glasgow Upper East 775 
S01010921 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 814 
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S01010925 Port Glasgow Upper East 904 
S01010858 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 1034 
20% most deprived   
S01010923 Port Glasgow Upper East 1126 
S01010908 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 1161 
S01010917 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 1166 
S01010902 Greenock East 1170 
S01010924 Port Glasgow Upper East 1181 
S01010919 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 1209 
S01010906 Greenock East 1271 
S01010843 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 1329 
S01010927 Port Glasgow Upper East 1395 
30% most deprived  
S01010886 Greenock Upper Central 1405 
S01010918 Port Glasgow Mid, East and Central 1417 
S01010855 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 1425 
S01010876 Greenock West and Central 1526 
S01010877 Greenock West and Central 1853 
S01010852 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 1976 
S01010860 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 1983 
S01010872 Greenock West and Central 2041 
S01010846 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 2084 
S01010853 Braeside, Branchton, Lower Larkfield and Ravenscraig 2098 
S01010905 Greenock East 2382 
S01010899 Greenock East 2488 
S01010875 Greenock West and Central 2551 
S01010878 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 2614 
S01010913 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 2755 
40% most deprived  
S01010915 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 2824 
S01010881 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 2977 
S01010914 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 2980 
S01010822 Kilmacolm, Quarriers, Greenock Upper East/Central 3074 
S01010857 Lower Bow and Larkfield, Fancy Farm, Mallard Bowl 3109 
S01010879 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 3129 
50% most deprived   
S01010868 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 3566 
S01010883 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 3577 
S01010866 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 3604 
S01010832 West Braeside, East Inverkip and West Gourock 3705 
S01010837 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 3789 
S01010840 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 3818 
S01010820 Kilmacolm, Quarriers, Greenock Upper East/Central 3945 
S01010829 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 3970 
S01010819 Kilmacolm, Quarriers, Greenock Upper East/Central 4058 
S01010845 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 4184 
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40% least deprived  
S01010909 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 4272 
S01010823 Kilmacolm, Quarriers, Greenock Upper East/Central 4295 
S01010841 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 4432 
S01010863 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 4445 
S01010839 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 4453 
S01010838 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 4485 
S01010830 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 4520 
S01010871 Greenock West and Central 4545 
S01010870 Greenock West and Central 4626 
S01010882 Bow Farm, Barrs Cottage, Cowdenknowes and Overton 4721 
30% least deprived  
S01010874 Greenock West and Central 5131 
S01010826 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5230 
S01010834 West Braeside, East Inverkip and West Gourock 5377 
S01010833 West Braeside, East Inverkip and West Gourock 5513 
20% least deprived  
S01010824 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5591 
S01010825 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5628 
S01010867 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 5634 
S01010847 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 5707 
S01010827 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5727 
S01010835 West Braeside, East Inverkip and West Gourock 5761 
S01010831 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5769 
S01010828 Inverkip and Wemyss Bay 5827 
S01010865 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 5884 
S01010836 Gourock Upper and West Central and Upper Larkfield 5897 
S01010817 Kilmacolm Central 5912 
S01010844 Gourock Central, Upper East and IRH 5922 
S01010818 Kilmacolm Central 6020 
S01010864 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 6079 
S01010907 Port Glasgow Upper, West and Central 6192 
10% least deprived  
S01010869 Gourock East, Greenock West and Lyle Road 6504 
S01010816 Kilmacolm Central 6521 
S01010821 Kilmacolm, Quarriers, Greenock Upper East/Central 6882 
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